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Number of Jewish Households

West Omaha

East Omaha

Other (Bennington, Papillion, La Platte,  
La Vista, Bellevue, Waterloo, Valley)

N

Jewish Institutions (Synagogues 
and Jewish Federation of Omaha (JFO) 
Campus includes: JCC, Jewish Family Ser-
vice, Rose Blumkin Jewish Home, The Jew-
ish Press, ADL-CRC, Institute of Holocaust 
Education, Friedel Jewish Academy)

5,150
Jewish households 

in Omaha.

8,800 
Jewish persons

12,700 
Persons living in 

Jewish households
46
Median 
Age is

2017
Completion of 

a comprehensive 
and statistically 

driven Jewish  
community  

study.

1976
Completion of a 

demographic 
survey of the 

Omaha Jewish  
community.

1929
A door to door 

Jewish community 
analysis was 
completed.

1903
The Jewish  

Federation of  
Omaha was  
established.

1854
Jewish settlers 

began to arrive in 
Omaha as it was  

first founded.

1920
The Jewish Press 

began publication.
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We continue to have deep roots  
in the community. 69% of us have  
lived here more than 20 years.

At 5,150 
households, 
we’re bigger 
than we thought!

The top 4 zip codes were 68154, 68144, 68114 and 68132.  
We have significant numbers in East Omaha as well as outlying 
areas like Elkhorn, Bennington, Papillion and Bellevue.

Overall, our community is largely  
married and older with children at 
home. We also have a significant  
number of single people. 
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JFO Campus
Beth Israel

ChabadTemple Israel

B’nai Israel
Council Bluffs, IA
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Intermarriage is a continuing  
and rising trend.

Intermarried 
Couples 

Rate

58%
In-Married 

Couples 
Rate

42%

Where We  
Live in Omaha

The complete report, methodology and findings 
can be found at www.jewishomaha.org

1926
The Jewish 
Community 

Center opened 
its doors at the 

original location  
on 20th & Dodge.

1871
What we know 
now as Temple 

Israel was 
founded as the 

first Jewish
Congregation 

in Nebraska.

Omaha Jewish 
households include
3,300 married 
couples.

16%

60% 24%
West 
Omaha

East 
Omaha

Other

of households 
contain children23% 

of Jews in Omaha 
are single21% 

of persons age 75 
and over live alone12% 

1974
Our current  

Jewish  
community  

campus was  
established.
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This 2017 study will assist the 
Jewish Federation of Omaha, 
Jewish agencies, local 
synagogues, and Jewish 
organizations in developing 
the community’s strengths 
and in designing projects 
and programs to address 
our needs. It will provide 
information to help the 
community set priorities  
for decades and beyond.

5,150 Jewish households in Omaha
A Jewish household includes at least one self-identified 

Jewish adult.

8,800 Jewish persons
A Jewish person is an adult over the age of 18 who considers  

him/herself Jewish or a child being raised as Jewish.

12,700 persons living in Jewish households
This number includes all persons - Jewish and non-Jewish,  
who are living in a household with a least one self-identified 
Jewish adult.

Who we are Social Service Needs

Why a Community Study

Our population identifies largely  
as “Just Jewish”, with a strong  
level of engagement, but  
less religious observance. 
We feel welcome but  
not necessarily a part  
of the community.

13%

Conservative
Orthodox

46%
Just Jewish

38%
Reform

3%

Our next steps

How we connect

Age Distribution of Jews in Jewish Households
(Based on 8,800 Jewish people)

16%

0-17 years

21%

18-34 years

13%

35-49 years

24%

50-64 years

27%

65+ years

How we Self-Identify

Our Population

We collaborated with two highly experienced and  
trusted professionals: 

•	 Dr. Ira Sheskin
   	Director of the Jewish Demography Project of the Sue and  
	 Leonard Miller Center for Contemporary Judaic Studies of  
	 the University of Miami

•	 Dr. David Dutwin
	 Executive Vice President and Chief Methodologist of SSRS

Surveying  was completed in January 2017. A total of 150,109 calls 
were made, 29,951 calls were answered to complete 552 surveys. 
We achieved above average participation with a response rate of 

56% and a cooperation rate of 91%. If you participated, thank you. 

The complete report, methodology and  
findings can be found at www.jewishomaha.org

Our Jewish population is older than the 
general population.

Average Median Age

Age 46 Jewish Omaha	  Age 34 All of Omaha

Age 56 Jewish America	  Age 38 All of America

We are a well educated 
and financially stable 
community.

Cultural experiences 
speak more to our adults 
than opportunities for 
formal Jewish education, 
although over half of our 
adults participated in 
some formal Jewish  
education in their youth.

Our agencies are  
generally well known  
and well regarded.

The study identified these 
needs as opportunities to 
address:

• 	 Community conversation  
	 and focus groups

•	 Create priorities, measurements  
	 and scorecard	

• 	 Create steps to allocate funds

• 	 Release three year strategic plan and  
	 measurements aligned with allocation changes

•	 Implement action plan

Attended adult Jewish 
education in the past year

26%

55%

36%

Jewish 
Cultural 

Event Any 
Other 

Jewish 
Study

Organized 
Adult Jewish 
Education

69%
Jewish Omaha

29%
Americans

Have a 
college 
degree

of households with adults age 15-64  
needed job counseling in the past year.20% 

of households age 75 and over 
need in-home health care.24% 

of households contain a 
health-limited member.25% 

of respondents earn $100,000  
or more annually.42%$

of households are low income households 
(earned under $25,000 in 2015).12%$

of respondents fall below the poverty line.1%poverty

of respondents are 
proud to be Jewish.95%

of respondents  
feel very or  
somewhat welcome  
at synagogue, JCC or  
other Jewish organizations.

97%

of respondents have a  
strong sense of belonging 
to the Jewish people.

78% of Jewish households reported donating to 
any charity - either Jewish or non Jewish in 
the past year.

85%

of the respondents have an emotional 
attachment to Israel.88%

of respondents feel very much 
or somewhat a part of the 
Omaha Jewish community.

49%
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of our children who went to a day camp  
in 2016 went to a Jewish day camp.80%


